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those arguments, as the authors of them seem anxious to do; and through the
thoughtless clamour for 'no rights at all5 to other than Europeans, the cry of
the Uitlanders still rings out clearly in many a bereaved English home. Happily
for the Rand, there are many men of worth and wealth who will not permit
prejudice to override a strict sense of justice.

We congratulate our contemporary on its fearless independence of
thought and for daring to be just, and wish it every success.

Indian Opinion, 24-12-1904

276. TEARLT BALANCE-SHEET
A merchant who does not take a review of his position from year
to year would be considered a fool. A missionary hymn-book advises us
to "count our blessings one by one" and see how much the Lord has done
for us. We would, therefore, be following a good precedent and be strictly
orthodox if we attempted a short review of the position of our country-
men in South Africa which has rendered our existence necessary. We,
however, regret that we cannot "count many blessings" for our country-
men in this sub-continent and will have to be satisfied with softening the
harsh appearance of the dark clouds around us by drawing attention to
the silver linings here and there.
To commence with Natal,   the position remains much the same as
before so far as new legislation is concerned.  But the tendency   of the
working of the anti-Asiatic measures has been decidedly towards restric-
tion bordering often on harshness.   The new Immigration Act continues
to give a great deal of trouble to the people.   The supervision of the in-
coming vessels bringing Indian passengers is far stricter than it used to
be.    The interpretation of the term "domicile" has been much narrowed
and many deserving Indians, although they, have been in the Colony
before, are being shut out.   The Dealers' Licenses Act has given, and is
still giving, a great deal of trouble.   The Hoondamal case is still fresh in
the memory.    A merchant of long standing, having first-class European
custom, trading in a store decently kept, has been persecuted for daring
to remove his store from one place to another, only a few doors away,
for the reason that the change has been made to West Street, which the
Town Council wishes to reserve not for European trade but for European
store-keepers only.   The issue between the Town Council and the Indian
community has not yet been decided.   The matter is under review by the
Supreme Court.   But it is abundantly clear that the Natal Licensing Act,
if it is to give any peace to the Indian community, must be changed so
as to restore to the Supreme Court its inherent powers to review all judicial
decisions given by any officer whether he is called a Magistrate or a Licen-
sing Officer.    The condition of the indentured Indians now and then
calls for remarks.   The cases that have recently been tried in Ladysmith
and to which prominent attention has been drawn by our contemporary,